
SAFE UPDATE 
 
As Siskiyou County School Districts with on-site SAFE programs prepare to open for the 
2020-21 school year, site administrators and SAFE staff are encouraged to work in 
collaboration with the Siskiyou County Office of Education (SCOE) Siskiyou Afterschool 
For Everyone (SAFE) Program as the required Local Education Agency (LEA). By 
working with SCOE SAFE, each district’s opening plan should include policies, 
practices, and strategies that after-school staff can implement to optimize the integrity of 
the SAFE Program and also promote the health and safety of staff and students. The 
California Department of Education (CDE) is providing flexibility with after-school 
requirements during the COVID 19 pandemic, but SCOE SAFE must be kept updated of 
any changes being implemented in SAFE to make sure CDE would approve.  
 
All SAFE operated programs are to follow the current school guidelines set by California 
Governor Newsom’s Pandemic Plan for Learning and Safe Schools: 
 

● Mask Requirements  
All staff and students in 3rd grade and above will be required to wear a mask or 
face covering. Students in 2nd grade and below are strongly encouraged to wear 
a face covering. Students should be provided a face covering if they do not have 
one.  
 

● Physical distancing requirements & other adaptations  
Adults stay 6 feet from one another and 6 feet away from children, while students 
should maintain 6 feet of distance from one another as practicable. Anyone 
entering the school must do a health screen, and any student or staff exhibiting a 
fever or other symptoms will be immediately sent home.  

SCOE SAFE encourages school administrators and SAFE staff to work together to 
make sure guidelines are adhered to. 

Although the California Department of Education has waived some program 
requirements for the 2020-21 school-year, there has been no change regarding the 
following program elements: 

● Each program must include an educational and literacy element designed to 
provide tutoring and/or homework assistance in one or more of the following 
subject areas: language arts, mathematics, history, social science, science, and 
computer training. 



● Each program will have an educational enrichment element. 

● Each program will provide a safe physical and emotional environment and 
opportunities for relationship building that promote active student engagement. 

● Each program must provide a nutritional snack or meal to each student in 
attendance. 

● Each program must adhere to the Quality Standards for Expanded Learning 
Programs at all times.  

Since all SAFE programs receive ASES (After School Education and Safety) funding, 
and the above mandates still apply, SAFE programs cannot operate as child-care 
facilities.  

Students physically not in a seat during the regular school day cannot attend on-site 
SAFE programs. CDE is encouraging ASES programs to provide students who may be 
enrolled in a hybrid or distance learning model, with at-home kits or packets. If a SAFE 
program is providing at-home activities for students, please contact the SCOE SAFE 
Director for more information on attendance documentation.  

Because there will not be a funding decrease to ASES program as previously proposed 
by California Governor Newsom, CDE is encouraging SAFE programs to maintain 
current staffing levels this year to provide students with as much academic support as 
possible.By keeping staffing levels status quo with the possibility of lower on-site 
student attendance, this provides an opportunity for staff to have time to prepare 
materials for students who may attend school through hybrid or distant learning models.  
 
There are several sections of California Education Code pertaining to After School 
Education and Safety (ASES) programs, of which all SAFE programs are funded by, 
that were amended for the 2020-21 school-year based on the current COVID 19 
pandemic. 

2. Paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 8483 of the Education Code. 

ASES and 21st CCLC Elementary and Middle School After School Base 

Education Code sections 8483(a)(1)(A)(i)(ii), and (B) provide specific requirements on 
when ASES after school programs must start, minimum hours of operation per week, 
the time when ASES after school programs must end, and for ASES program operators 
to establish a reasonable early daily release policy. 



The CDE will waive the following requirements prescribed by Education Code sections 
8483(a)(1)(A)(i)(ii) and (B) for the 2020–21 school year:  

● Commence immediately upon the conclusion of the regular school day; 
● Operate a minimum of 15 hours per week; 
● Operate at least until 6 p.m. on every regular school day; 
● For Frontier sites operate at least until 5 p.m.; and 
● Establish a policy regarding the reasonable early daily release of pupils from the 

program. 

Because so many parents and/or guardians rely on SAFE programs to provide their 
children with academic support and enriching opportunities, any district thinking of 
closing before 6:00 p.m. (5 p.m. Frontier sites), must complete a one-paragraph 
summary requesting the closure and submit it to the SCOE SAFE Director for approval. 
SCOE SAFE is focused on upholding the integrity of the program and must remind all 
districts involved that these waivers are only good for one year.  
 
The SCOE SAFE Director will work with each school administrator to establish a 
reasonable early release policy for each site.  
 
SAFE programs are a source of support to the students and families in each Siskiyou 
County community they serve. Adapting to challenging circumstances is nothing new to 
SAFE staff. SAFE programs are an integral part of each school and are to be treated as 
partners. SCOE SAFE staff look forward to working with SAFE administrators and staff 
in making the upcoming school year operate as smoothly as possible.  


